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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. PURPOSE

1.1 This report updates the Sub-Committee on the progress made on the delivery
of the 2023/24 Capital Investment Programme for Worthing Borough Council.
The programme includes schemes which support the delivery of services by
the Joint Services Committee.

1.2 The following appendices have been attached to this report:

Appendix 1:Worthing Borough Council Capital Monitoring Summary
Appendix 2:Worthing Borough Council Reprofiled Budgets

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 The Worthing Sub Committee of the Joint Strategic Committee is asked to:

i) To note the reprofiling of the Worthing Borough Council capital schemes
as advised in paragraph 6.1 and appendix 2.

ii) To approve the changes to the current schemes as set out in section 6.2
report

3. CONTEXT

3.1 In accordance with the Council’s Capital Strategy, the Capital Working Group
oversees the implementation and progress of the Council’s capital investment
programmes.The Capital Working Group also ensures that capital schemes
are approved within financial regulations.



3.2 The Capital Working Group meets regularly and monitors the programme’s
progress and finance, seeking to address any problems at an early stage in
order for schemes to be completed within budget and timescales. Where
problems are highlighted the Group considers possible remedies including
virements between schemes, reprofiling of budgets between years and the
withdrawal of schemes from the programme when schemes are unable to
proceed. This could be due to resourcing problems, time delays or other
factors beyond the Council’s control.

3.3 Full summaries of the progress of all the schemes in the 2023/24 Capital
Investment Programmes are prepared each quarter highlighting:

Schemes with significant challenges Red

Schemes where progress is being closely monitored Amber

Schemes progressing well Green

Schemes where progress is beyond officers’ control #

Schemes with financial issues £

Schemes where progress has improved ⇧

Schemes where progress has deteriorated ⇩

3.4 Financial Regulations require officers to report each project on completion.

4. PROGRESS OF THE WORTHING BOROUGH COUNCIL 2023/24 CAPITAL
INVESTMENT PROGRAMME – September 2023

4.1 There are 108 schemes in the 2023/24 current capital investment programme
which are progressing as follows:

Number of
schemes

Percentage
%

Schemes completed 14 13.0%
Schemes which are progressing
satisfactorily

80 74.1%

Schemes where progress is being closely
monitored

13 12.0%

Schemes with significant challenges or
financial issues

1 0.9%

4.2 A summary of the financial movements of the 2023/24 Capital Investment
Programme is attached as Appendix 2 to this report. A summary of the
progress of all the schemes in the 2023/24 Capital Investment Programme is
available from the Council’s Intranet.



5.0 SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES IN THE WORTHING BOROUGH
COUNCIL 2023/24 CAPITAL INVESTMENT PROGRAMME

5.1. The following schemes are progressing well:

5.1.1 Information and Communications Technology - Digital Programme
(Partnership Scheme with Adur District Council)

The following projects are progressing well:

i) Ultrafast Network / Gigabit Project
ii) Wifi Upgrade / Network Refresh
iii) Cyber Security Solutions

5.1.2 High Street Public Conveniences - Accessible toilet facilities
The refurbishment of the high street toilets to include accessible facilities is
progressing well and is anticipated to complete before the end of the financial
year.

5.1.3 Brooklands Park
The programme of works has been completed with the new cafe and car park
installed. The new childrens’ playground was successfully delivered and the
toilets are now operational.

5.1.4 Disabled Facilities Grant
This statutory service has been progressing above expectations with £1.5m of
improvements delivered to the homes of residents in Worthing. The scheme is
funded by the DCLG Better Care Fund.

5.1.5 Completed Schemes
The following schemes have completed;

i) Brooklands Park - Redevelopment

ii) Connaught Theatre - Ventilation Works

iii) Durrington Cemetery - Replacement Dumper Truck

5.2. Challenges in the 2023/24 Capital Investment Programme:
5.2.1 There continues to be challenges to the delivery of a number of schemes due

to a number of factors outside the Councils controls:

Delays have been encountered as follows:

i) In obtaining quotes and estimates from suppliers.

ii) Long lead in times for deliveries due to supply issues.

iii) Significant inflation of costs within the construction industry

In addition there have been staffing shortages in the Technical Services
Department which have now been addressed and projects and non urgent
works will continue into 2024/25.



These issues have directly impacted on a number of projects which have
required additional financial support which are set out below.

5.2.2 Broadwater Green Pavilion
The original plans for the pavilion are being reviewed as there are ongoing
conversations with the cricket club as to their appetite to partner with the
council to support the overall project. Engagement with the cricket club about
the opportunity is ongoing, however no concrete plans have been agreed and
other avenues may need to be considered going forward.

6. ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

6.1 Budgets totalling £17,436,813 have been reprofiled to 2024/25 and future
years where the original project plan has changed and the schemes are
unable to complete in 2023/24. £2,616,610 has also been brought forward
and reprofiled from 2024/25 due to progress within the heat network scheme.
A list of schemes reprofiled is attached as Appendix 2 to this report.

6.2 The following amendments to the Adur District Council 2023/24 Capital
Investment Programmes are recommended:

6.2.1 Gigabit Network Refresh Wifi Upgrade

This joint project is approaching its conclusion around October 2024, yet it
has encountered notable delays and additional tasks owing to complex
technical design and implementation with external partners. It is required to
request a virement from the Digital Strategy General Provision Capital budget
to address the funding requirements arising from these challenges. Initially
designated for implementing the digital strategy and vital investments in
replacing IT infrastructure and equipment, this budget is currently unallocated
to any ongoing initiatives. The current allocation in the Joint Digital Strategy
General Provision budget stands at £170,320, and a virement of £161,880 is
requested to ensure the successful completion of the Network Refresh
project.

7. ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION

7.1 The purpose of this report is to communicate with stakeholders on the
progress of the Worthing Borough Council 2023/24 Capital Investment
Programmes. Officers of the Council have been consulted on the progress of
the schemes which they are responsible for delivering.

7.2 Specific schemes are subject to public consultation (e.g new playgrounds) to
ensure that they meet community needs.

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1 There are no unbudgeted financial implications arising from this report as the
Worthing Borough Council 2023/24 Capital Investment Programme was



approved by the Council in February 2023. Subsequent changes have been
reported to and approved by the Joint Strategic Committee or by Officers
where a delegation exists. The issues considered in this report can be funded
from within existing resources or through external funding.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Section 28 Local Government Act 2003, as amended by the Localism Act
2011, provides that where in relation to a financial year, a Local Authority has
made the calculations required by section 43 Local Government Finance Act
1992, it must review them from time to time during the year. If it appears that
there has been a deterioration in its financial position it must take such action,
if any, as it considers is necessary to deal with the situation.

9.2 Section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires the Councils to make
arrangements for the proper administration of their financial affairs.

Background Papers

● Capital Investment Programme 2023/24 – 2026/27 Worthing Borough Council
and Joint Committee.

● Capital Strategy 2024/27.

Officer Contact Details:-
Emma Thomas
Assistant Director for Finance
01903 221233
emma.thomas@adur-worthing.gov.uk

mailto:emma.thomas@adur-worthing.gov.uk


SUSTAINABILITY AND RISK ASSESSMENT

1. ECONOMIC

● The capital programme prioritisation model awards points for capital
project proposals that impact positively on the economic development
of our places or the economic participation of our communities.

2. SOCIAL

2.1 Social Value

● The capital programme prioritisation model awards points for capital
project proposals that impact positively on our communities.

2.2 Equality Issues

● The capital programme prioritisation model awards points for capital
project proposals that address Equalities Act requirements and reduce
inequalities.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL

● The management, custodianship and protection of our natural
resources are considered when capital schemes are assessed for
inclusion in the Councils’ Capital Investment Programme.

4. GOVERNANCE

● The Councils’ priorities, specific action plans, strategies or policies are
considered when capital schemes are assessed for inclusion in the
Councils’ Capital Investment Programmes.

● The Councils’ reputation or relationship with our partners or community
is taken into account when capital schemes are assessed for inclusion
in the Councils’ Capital Investment Programmes.

● Resourcing, risk management (including health and safety) and the
governance of either Council are fully considered during the
preparation of the Councils’ Capital Investment Programmes.




















